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GREENHOUSE, WHITE HOUSE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS:

THE USE OF STATISTICS IN ENVIRONMENTAL DECISION MAKING

Abstract

Statistics and the statistician play an enormous role in the initiation, analysis, and implemen-
tation of environmental policy and decisions. Yet, frequently after elaborate analyses, it is “only
the facts” that are requested, or only a concise review of the analysis. Using a number of examples,
the speaker will describe how frequently it is a relatively simple description of statistical analyses,
when presented truly effectively (and often humorously), that can have a large impact on decision
making. The speaker will also demonstrate the growing need to review the quality of large acquired
data bases. This presentation includes several real examples from relatively simple surveys, analy-
ses, and reviews with applications in regulation development, court cases, and policy making. One
of the examples even landed on the desk of the President of the United States.


